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Minnesota Waterfowl Migration and Hunting Report, Oct. 12,2023

The following report is a compilation of state and federal wildlife manager reports NW
and waterfowl surveys from across Minnesota. This is the 4" report for 2023. Rosea
Reports will be compiled weekly throughout the hunting season and should be K e Thiet Lake® Baudette

available by Thursday afternoon each week. The Conservation Officer Report,
available on the DNR web site, also contains information about waterfowl hunter
success across the state.

General: 12 October 2023

cooler weather/winds have moved some species into the state while others have Stone
migrated south, which is typical for this time in October. Some blue-winged teal NWR
and wood ducks remain in the state. Good numbers of migrant ring-necked ducks
are present on some lakes. Hunters are still seeing some gadwall, pintails, green- Swa
winged teal and redheads. Mallard numbers have increased slightly. ¥ L Roches

More Canada geese have moved into the state since last week and hunting has .
improved. Large numbers of trumpeter swans are present statewide and sandhill SW SE
cranes numbers have increased. Coot numbers have also increased.

Wetland conditions remain dry across the state but hunter access has improved some from opening week. Crop harvest is
ahead of last year with more field hunting opportunities for hunters with access to private lands.

Temperatures are expected to be average to slightly below average through the weekend with highs in the upper 40s/low 50s in
northern MN and low 50s in southern MN with mainly north winds statewide. Areas in central/southern MN should see rain today
and Friday with potential for 2-3 inches in some areas. The extended forecast calls for seasonal temperatures over the next 10
days.



Waterfowl season reminders

Duck season dates Goose season dates
North Zone Sept. 23-Nov. 21 Sept. 23-Dec. 22
Central Zone Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Nov. 26 Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Dec. 27
South Zone Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Nov. 26 Sept. 23-Oct. 1 and Oct. 7-Dec. 27

Bag limits are 6 ducks/day, with no more than: 4 mallards (2 hens), 3 wood duck, 2 redhead, 2 canvasback, 2 black duck, 1
pintail. 1 scaup (bluebill) may be taken per day through Oct. 12 and 2/day the remainder of the season. Mergansers: 5 per day,
no more than 2 may be hooded mergansers. Bag limits for geese are 5 dark geese/day.

Possession limits: 3 times the daily bag limit for all migratory birds.

Shooting hours begin 2 hour before sunrise until sunset the entire season. Motorized decoys are legal statewide for the entire
season. Hunting geese overwater is legal statewide the entire season. The sandhill crane season is open Sept. 18 through Oct.
24 in the Northwest zone only. Bag limits are 2/day and a sandhill crane permit is required.

Open water hunting: On Lake Pepin, Lake of the Woods, Lake Mille Lacs, and Lake Superior, open water hunting is allowed as
long as boats remain anchored. On the Mississippi River south of Hastings, hunting is allowed not more than 100 feet from any
shoreline, including islands. Hunters should consult the 2023 Waterfowl Hunting regulations (available from license vendors or
online at the Minnesota Hunting and Trapping Regulations page for additional details and regulations.

Safety Never Takes A Holiday: treat every gun as if it were loaded, be 100% certain of your target before pulling the trigger,
wear your life vest, pay attention to other hunters and your hunting partners, and watch the weather



http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/hunting/index.html

The following is a summary of pre-season waterfowl habitat and hunting conditions from various reporting stations across the

state.

Area

| Habitat conditions

| Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions

| Hunter Activity and Success

Northwest

Roseau River
and Roseau Lake
WMA

Over the past week, the area
received 1.5 of rain, its first
heavy frost and first major cold
front of the year. Water levels
across the pool rose less than 2
inches. Submergent vegetation
remains dense but the wild rice is
thinning and laying down in many
places. The Roseau River is still
extremely low and Roseau Lake is

dry.

Field foraging opportunities still
exist but more fields are blackened
by the day and soybean harvest is
% complete.

As we always hope, the cold front carried with it good
numbers of Canada and snow geese as well as a
diversity of ducks. However, by Sunday the area was
at a net loss for all but snow geese. There are pockets
of mallards and mid-season migrants across the area
but they are few and far between. Canada geese are
fairly scarce but a few good sized flocks of snows
continue to frequent stubble fields.

The next two days remain fairly mild but will carry
stiff northwest winds. The forecast for the weekend is
calling for N winds 5-10 with highs in the 50s,
dropping to mid 30s overnight.

Duck hunters averaged 2.6 ducks per
hunter Saturday, 1.3 Sunday, and <1
this week. Bags were mixed with
mallards, ringnecks, greenwings,
and pintail most common. Hunting
pressure was light.

Pool 1 West is almost full, whereas
Pools 2 and 3 are 18-23 low. The
navigation channel for pool 2 has a
few obstructions but all are passable.
Dense wild rice and/or shallow
water hinders access in Pools 2 and
3; outboards are not recommended.

The Roseau River is low; the river
oxbows continue to hold shallow
water and are limited to foot traffic.

For more information on access, see
Roseau River WMA'’s webpage.



https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?id=WMA0900600

Area Habitat conditions Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions Hunter Activity and Success

Thief Lake WMA | The lake remains about 77 below | We finally had frost on the 10th, which is Hunting activity was very light early
target level. Access is difficult, approaching the latest on record. Temperatures are in the week. Today is busier, but
especially on the south side of the | forecast to be slightly above average for the next many hunters went out midday.
lake. Even kayaks need to be week with lows staying above freezing and highs in | Those that I talked to so far stayed
walked out from the boat ramps on | the 50s. We could use a push of fresh birds, but the | out longer than normal and averaged
the south side, but some people weather isn’t helping with that. The goose count only 1.4 ducks per hunter.
are using outboards there. dropped back down this week. Northeast winds will | Ringnecks, mallards, pintails, and
Submerged weeds are thick shift to the north this weekend, but will be light and | green-wings were taken. Hunters
throughout most of the lake and not bring a significant temperature drop. Winds are | said not much was flying and those
the bullrush cover is dense. Those | expected to shift out of the south early next week. that were did not decoy well. One
with outboard motors are getting | Good numbers of wigeon and decent redhead camp reported having better success
around. numbers have been reported. Ringnecks are around | in the afternoons last week, which

and pintails are still here. Hopefully the calendar they noted as odd. The lake

Please see the current state ducks start moving down despite the lack of a major | typically hunts better with a few
waterfowl hunting guide cold front. more boats out. It looks like this
(available online) for current CHZ weekend could be busy, so hopefully
rules, as many have changed the birds cooperate a bit better. Stay
statewide. CHZ rules no longer safe and have fun!
apply to blinds 59-85 on the
northeast side of the lake. Regular
WMA rules now apply in that
area.

Northeast

Tower Water levels remain high and Duck numbers appear to have dropped some as Hunting reports agree things have

beaver activity has really picked
up. With the rain and wind, wild
rice stands have thinned out so
observation through the rice is a
little better.

compared to last weeks observations. Not many teal
left, a few woodies remain, but for the most part it has
been mallards, ringnecks, and now adding some
redheads and new species to the mix. The weather
has been cooler with a few nights below freezing.

slowed this week. Some folks have
still been able to bag a few but
opportunities have been minimal.
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| Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions

| Hunter Activity and Success

North central

Park
Rapids/Bemidji

Water levels are basically
unchanged from last week with
the drier conditions. Some
wetlands are still dry and other
basins and rivers are still well
below normal. Most wild rice
stands are starting to deteriorate.
Bean harvest is finishing up and
more corn is being harvested.

Below normal temperatures will continue through the
weekend with more rain and gustier winds in the
southern part of the area on Friday. There are still a
few local ducks around including mallards and wood
ducks. We have picked up some more ring-necks and
other divers since last week plus migrant mallards.
Local goose numbers continue to build.

Goose hunters still appear to be
having more success than duck
hunters lately, but additional ring-
necks have showed up in some
hunter’s bags. More mid-season
migrants should provide better
hunting opportunities this week.

Grand Rapids

Thick rice still providing abundant
food and cover for waterfowl and
travel difficult for hunters in some
areas.

Current colder temps moved noticeably more
mallards and some ringed necks into the area. Local
birds still present but becoming decoy shy.

Hunters are having some good
success with a very mixed species
bag of local and newly arrived birds.

West central

Detroit Lakes

Water levels have come up a little
with the 4-5” of rain we received
last week, though most lakes and
wetlands remain low. Rice beds
are still persisting.

Soybean harvest is nearing
completion and corn harvest is at
roughly 40%.

First frost of the fall earlier this week. Weekend
forecast will be seasonal, with temps topping out
around 50 with North winds.

Some new birds have been arriving the last few days,
especially geese. Have even seen numerous flocks of
snow geese around. Widgeon, green-winged teal and
gadwalls also noted. Coot numbers are building on
area lakes, but diver numbers, especially ringnecks
still low.

Third weekend success was tough.
Calm winds limited bird movement
and most of the birds around have
been educated. Hunters that scouted
hard found some birds though.

Outlook for this weekend is better;
new birds are arriving and North
winds the next few days should help
usher in more birds. Plenty of fields
have been harvested for goose
hunters also.

Pheasant season opens Saturday, that
should help push birds off the
smaller wetlands Saturday morning.
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Habitat conditions

Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions

Hunter Activity and Success

Fergus Falls and
Lake Christina

Like last week, little has changed
in habitat conditions.

More crops have come off, but
nowhere near all.

There seem to be quite a lot of ducks in the area,
though not all concentrated in any one area.

More geese have arrived in the area, too, with perhaps
greater numbers in the eastern part of the work area.

Divers have returned to Lake Christina. Hunters
should find ringnecks, redheads, and canvasbacks
around. Northern pintails are hanging around the lake
in good numbers, too.

This weekend looks to bring wet and windy weather,
at least on Friday. North winds beginning on Friday
should encourage fresh ducks to push into the area.

No reports from the last week, but
given the numbers of new ducks,
there likely was good success.

Pheasant season starts on Saturday,
and that usually means pretty good
hunting for duck hunters. More
hunters moving around WMAs and
WPAS in the area usually keeps the
ducks moving, looking for safe
water. Be careful with the extra
hunters afield this weekend.

Central
Carlos Avery Water levels are below average for | Consistent cooler weather this week at Carlos Avery | Hunting pressure is moderate around
WMA this time of year. The wild rice saw ring-necked ducks moving into the area. the pools. With the low water levels,

crop is good to excellent in many
pools.

Mallards, wood ducks and Canada geese are still
abundant on the WMA.

access to the pools may be more
challenging and waterfowl are less
equally distributed across the WMA.
Forecasted rain for Friday should
improve conditions.

Sherburne NWR

Water levels have remained
steady. Wild rice has dropped and
stands have begun to degrade,
providing less cover for birds.

Ducks numbers declined from last week with
significant drops in wood ducks and mallards. Green-
winged teal numbers shot up and goose numbers
climbed slightly. A good variety of ducks are still
present. FORECAST: Plenty of rain and wind are
expected on Friday and into the early hours of
Saturday. Sustained 20 mph winds will decrease to
10-15 mph ENE/NE winds and a slight chance of rain
throughout the day on Saturday. Temps over the
weekend will stay right around the mid-40s. Some
sunshine is expected on Sunday.

After being caught hunting in a
closed area on the refuge, 2 hunters
had their birds seized: 3 Blue-wing
and a mallard. Once again, folks are
reminded to look over the refuge
regulations and hunting maps to
ensure that they are hunting in Area
B. Other hunters report poor success
with takes of teal and woodies.
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Southwest

Nicollet/Swan
Lake

Overall habitat conditions are
generally fair/poor for wetland
basins*. Low lake levels and dry
seasonal wetlands for most of
south-central MN, moderate to
extreme drought persisting across
the area. No significant precip
again for the first part of this
week.

Crop harvest rapidly progressed
prior to Thursday’s rain moving
in; ~70% of beans and ~30% corn
now harvested.

Geese numbers continue to build and coots starting to
increase in numbers signaling some migration
underway. Likely lost some teal with 2+ nights of
frost earlier this week and would expect seasonal
migrants to begin filling in behind them.

Big change in weather moving into the weekend
starting Thursday. Significant precip expected (2+
inches) with high winds Thursday night and Friday.
Rain clearing out Saturday with temps remaining
cooler on north winds into the first part of next week.

Limited reports from last weekend,
continued drop in hunter activity
with the mild weather. Reports
indicate teal and mallards continue
making up the majority of local bags
for the time-being.

*One habitat exception within the
drought area is Swan Lake currently
with excellent habitat post-
drawdown; however, water levels
remain ~2.5 ft. below full pool so
hunters urged to use caution as not
all areas of the lake are accessible.

Marshall Crop harvest and tillage has We have lost some teal, but there are more big ducks | Still decent participation and some
slowed due to recent rainfalls with | in the area along with some new geese including a success for hunters this week with
some areas getting over 2”. few snows. more mixed bags of ducks.
However, water levels continue to
be low. Rain is expected Thursday and Friday that may last

into Saturday morning. Weekend weather looks to be
mostly cloudy with strong northerly winds with high
temps around 50 and lows around 40.
Appleton Crop harvest has been slowed by | We’ve seen an influx of mid-season migrants (GW Hunters capitalized on the timely

recent rains and high moisture.
Wetlands still low, however.

teal, gadwall, redheads, wigeon, pintail and mallards)
but a lose of BW teal and wood ducks. Goose
numbers slowly increasing but still not a lot. Heavy
rains, cool temps and strong north winds the next
couple days should drive more birds into/through the
area this weekend.

influx of mid-season migrants last
weekend. Pressure was relatively
high, but so was success. Pressure
should be lower this weekend as
hunters opt to chase pheasants
instead, but those that do hunt ducks
should expect some decent action
with new birds.




Area Habitat conditions Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions Hunter Activity and Success
Lac qui Parle Wetlands and impoundment are Currently about 500 Canada geese are using the Some reports of good success for
WMA still at or below normal water refuge. We will see what the temps and forecasted both geese and ducks around the

level.

Water levels on both Lac qui Parle
and Marsh Lake are below normal
pool. Marsh Lake is still about a
foot below normal.

Farmers have been pushing hard
to get as much soybeans and corn
harvested before the forecasted
rains Thursday and Friday.

Some tillage on both beans and
corn has taken place.

winds bring the next few days. Some new migrant
ducks in the area. Mainly Mallards, teal, and divers.
Still some Wood ducks, and Blue winged teal
hanging around.

Saturday-A 20 percent chance of showers before
1pm. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 52. North
northeast wind 10 to 15 mph.

Sunday-Partly sunny, with a high near 52. North wind
5 to 10 mph.

area. Hunting pressure has been
light on Marsh Lake the past week.

Pheasant opener is this Saturday
10/14/2023. The Lac qui Parle State
Game Refuge is closed to pheasant
hunting until December 1.
Reminder- Waterfowl hunting at Lac
qui Parle Game Refuge opens
October 19 and runs through the
end of the goose season. Please see
the 2023 Waterfowl hunting
Regulations for complete summary
of rules and restrictions.

Waterfowl hunters please note
that boat traffic on Marsh Lake is
possible but need to scout areas in
daylight to find best route for
access. Mud motors or jack plates
will make access easier. Hunters
should be ready for more than
3,000 acres of new emergent
vegetation. Scouting ahead of
time will be important. Remember
the eastern half of the lake is
feeding and resting area. No
motors allowed. Paths have been
mowed to open water at Peterson
access and the access below 490th
street.




Area

| Habitat conditions

| Waterfowl migrations and weather conditions

| Hunter Activity and Success

Southeast

Owatonna

The entire Owatonna area is
classified as in exceptional or
severe drought although the
forecast for heavy rain over the
next few days may change that.
Shallow wetlands and marshes are
dry in many locations. River
levels are low. Water levels in
shallow lakes are generally 1 —2
feet below normal runout. Boat
access is challenging at many
lakes. Lake habitat conditions are
fair. Soybean harvest is about
80% complete and corn about

30% complete.

Weather conditions have switched to fall with a string
of below normal temperatures. The first hard frost
and freeze occurred early this week. Seasonal temps
returned on Wednesday and rain has moved in for the
end of the week. A significant push of Canada geese
arrived in time for the start of the 2" split. Coot
numbers have continued to build. We are seeing more
green-winged teal, gadwall and shovelers. Some
divers have also started to arrive.

Hunter activity during the second
opening weekend was similar to the
2™ weekend of the first split. Mid-
week activity has been low. Bag
reports suggest hunting success has
decreased with hunters averaging
about 1 bird/hunter. Canada geese
comprised nearly half of the bag
followed by wood ducks with a mix
of other puddle ducks and redheads
rounding out the reports.




Waterfowl Count Data, week of October 9, 2023

Canada geese Ducks
Number seenz: Number seen:
Swans This weeks duck Coot
this This Last Last This Last Last species - % this
Area Date week week count Year week [ count year composition® week | comments
40% RN, 16% RED,
. 13% MAL, 7% WIG,
Thief Lake WMA 10/10 620 450 670 450 7,600 | 6,800 5,500 7% PIN, 7% GWT, 5% 5,600
GAD, 3% CAN
29% WD, 27% GWT,
21% MAL, 17% RN,
Sherburne NWR 10/10 105 4,514 3,600 3,000 12,500 | 25,000 20,000 2% PIN, 1% WIG, 1% 750
GAD, 1% SHOV
93% MAL, 3% WD,
Carlos Avery WMA 10/11 7 50 10 20 650 600 600 20, GWT 600
Lac qui Parle WMA 10/12 500 450

4- Numbers seen during the current survey, last survey: the previous count from this year, last year: the number recorded during the same or nearby week last year.

b- abbreviations: MAL = mallard, GAD = Gadwall, WIG = Am. wigeon, GWT = Am. green-winged teal, BWT = blue-winged teal, SHOV = Northern shoveler, PIN =
Northern pintail, WD = Wood duck, RED = Redhead, CAN = Canvasback, SCP = Scaup, RN = Ring-necked duck, HOOD = Hooded merganser, NS = No survey.
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